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There can’t be many locations that promise 
the peace and tranquillity of a rural lifestyle 
and all the benefits of urban living in close 
proximity. At Holborough, superbly specified 
homes blend with a quiet waterside setting, 
while the retail and leisure hot spots of Maidstone 
and Rochester lie just a few minutes’ drive away. 

YOUR GUIDE TO THE LOCAL AREA
 

The aim of this guide is to highlight some 
of the places that make life here so rich and 
rewarding - from ancient village inns to sporting 
centres in beautiful surroundings. With excellent 
schools and cultural attractions completing the 
mix, this lovely corner of North Kent truly gives 
you the best of all worlds. 
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THE SWAN BRASSERIE 
35 Swan Street 
West Malling 
ME19 6JU 

01732 521910 
www.theswanwestmalling.co.uk 

Mon-Sat: 12.00 - 14.45, 18.00 - 22.45 
Sun: 12.00 - 19.30 

54 


 
 

Housed in a fabulously restored 15th century But it’s not just the charming ambience that 
coaching inn in the centre of West Malling, makes The Swan so special: this is a restaurant 
The Swan is a lively Michelin-listed brasserie that embraces the heritage of British food 
spread over three floors, with al fresco dining and uses only the finest seasonal ingredients 
available on a paved terrace shaded sourced from local farms and growers. 
by mature olive trees. 
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THE FARMHOUSE 
97-99 High Street 
West Malling 
ME19 6NA 

01732 843257 
www.elitepubs.com/the_farmhouse 

Bar 
Mon-Sun: 12.00 - 23.00 

Food Served 
Mon-Fri: 12.00 - 21.30
 
Sat-Sun: 12.00 - 22.00 (21.00 on Sun)
 

Traditional, unfussy and delicious 

English cuisine - together with a number 

of favourite continental specialties - make
 
up  the  mouth watering menu in this popular
 
gastropub, a  beautiful Elizabethan
 
building with its own walled garden 

and a large al fresco decking area. 


PINCH RESTAURANT & BAR 
40 High Street 
West Malling 
ME19 6QR 

01732 522922 
www.pinchrestaurant.co.uk 

Tue-Sat: 12.00 - 15.00, 18.00 - 23.00 
Sun: 12.00 - 15.00 

Now in its third year, Pinch Restaurant & Bar 
promises modern, unpretentious food made 
with fresh ingredients, originality and simplicity. 

Run by chef Darryl Rush and his wife Helen, Pinch 
delivers a rich visual as well as dining experience – 
hence the stunning artwork by local artists 
Natasha Smith and Laysha Salih. 
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HENGIST 
7-9 High Street 

Aylesford
 
ME20 7AX
 

01622 719273 
www.hengistrestaurant.co.uk 

Tue-Sat: 12.00 - 14.30, 18.30 - 22.30 
Sun: 12.00 - 16.30 

TV chef Richard Phillips is the force behind 
Hengist, which specialises in modern European 
cuisine using traditional ingredients. 

Now one of the most celebrated restaurants 
in Kent, the 16th century building begs 
to be seen for its stately entrance hall 
and dramatic Japanese Room alone. 

BEECHES 
501 Seven Mile Lane 
Mereworth 
ME18 5QY 

01622 813038 
www.beechesrestaurant.co.uk 

Mon-Sat: 11.30 - 21.00 
Sun: 12.00 - 19.00 

Full à la carte and brasserie menus plus 
a lighter lunchtime offer centred on fish 
dishes and home-made pies ensure  
a wealth of choice at Beeches. Do sample 
the Millionaire's fish supper of lobster, 
crab, smoked salmon, mussels and prawns. 
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KALARED 
83-84 Bank Street 
Maidstone 
ME14 1SD 

01622 686683 
www.kalared.com 

Tue-Thu, Sun: 12.00 (13.00 on Sun) - 23.30 (22.30 Sun) 
Fri-Sat: 12.00 - 24.00 

Maidstone’s liveliest Oriental restaurant of six fabulous set meals for two people 
brings you the best in modern Japanese, or more. There’s a luxurious and comfortable 
Thai and Chinese food, with seafood specials bar, too, offering Japanese Asahi and Chinese 
and delicious meat dishes such as shredded Sun Lik beers among many others, plus 
beef with chilli in a bird’s nest or Char Siu’ a selection of cocktails unique to Kalared. 
roast pork Cantonese style, plus a choice 



8 

RE
ST

A
U

RA
N

TS
 A

N
D

 B
A

RS
| 

H
O

LB
O

RO
U

G
H

 

  9 

CHILSTON PARK - MARBLE HALL RESTAURANT
 
Sandway
 
Lenham
 
Maidstone
 
ME17 2BE
 

01622 859803 

www.handpicked.co.uk
 

Breakfast
 
Mon-Fri: 7.00 (7.30 Sat/Sun) - 9.30 (10.30 Sat/Sun

Lunch 
Mon-Fri: 12.00 (12.30 Sun) - 14.00 (14.30 Sun) 

Dinner 
Sun-Thu: 19.00 - 21.30 
Fri-Sat: 18.30 - 21.45 

A four star-rated 17th century country hotel 
surrounded by 250 acres of glorious parkland. 
With a cuisine focused on the very best 
of British and French, it’s the perfect choice 
for the most special of occasions. 

) 

LA TASCA 
58 Earl Street 
Maidstone 
ME14 1PS 

01622 669626
 
www.latasca.co.uk
 

Mon-Sun: 12.00-22.00 (23.00 Fri-Sat) 

La Tasca is one of the UK’s leading Spanish 
restaurant chains, offering menus bursting with 
traditional paellas and tapas plus a wide 
selection of Iberian wines, sangria and beers. 
Hasta pronto, as they say in Spain! 
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THE OAK 
ON THE GREEN 
The Green 
Bearsted 
ME14 4EJ 

01622 737976 
www.oakonthegreen.com 

Mon-Thu: 11.00 - 23.00 
Fri-Sat: 11.00 - 24.00 
Sun: 12.00 - 22.30 

This 17th century inn overlooks one of the 
prettiest village greens in England. The menu 
here is varied and richly satisfying, with big 
portions to match, whether your choice is fajitas 
or tapas to share, suet steak pudding, steamed 
mussels or traditional bangers and mash. 

SOUFFLE RESTAURANT 
31 The Green 
Bearsted 
ME14 4DN

01622 737065 
www.soufflerestaurant.net 

Tue-Fri, Sun: 12.00 - 14.00 
Tue-Sat: 19.00 - 21.30 

Located right on Bearsted village green 
in a fine 16th century building, The Souffle 
Restaurant features a contemporary British 
menu and an impressive French-led wine list. 
More than one reviewer has recommended 
the scallops with pancetta, artichoke 
and white truffle. 
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BLUE RAYS RESTAURANT 
186a High Street 
Rochester 
ME1 1EY 

01634 813888 
www.blueraysrestaurant.co.uk 

Mon-Sun: 12.00 - 15.00 
18.00 - 23.30 (23.00 on Sun) 

Housed in a former gunpowder store, 
it’s tempting to describe the food at Blue 
Rays as explosive. No fewer than three floors 
of dining space underline the restaurant’s 
ambition and scale, with the food offer 
majoring on Chinese and Malaysian such 

as Szechuan-style chicken with red chillies, 
beef Rendang, Tom Yum soup and French 
bean Sambal. 
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ELIZABETH’S OF EASTGATE
154 High Street 
Rochester 
ME1 1ER 

01634 843472 
www.elizabethsofeastgate.co.uk 

Tue-Sun: 12.00 - 14.00 (14.30 on Sun) 
Tue-Sat: 18.45 - 21.45 

Sumptuous European cuisine 
is the speciality of Elizabeth’s  
of Eastgate, which offers a fine choice 
of fish, meat and vegetarian dishes, 
heavenly desserts and an 80-strong 
wine list. There’s even complimentary 
mineral water with every meal. 

FRANKIE & BENNY’S 
Medway Valley Leisure Park 
Chariot Way 
Rochester 
ME2 2SS 

01634 712209 
www.frankieandbennys.com 

Mon-Sun: 11.00 - 23.00 (22.30 on Sun) 

Sheer family friendliness – and classic New
York pizzas and grills - puts Frankie & Benny’s 
streets ahead of other restaurant chains. 

The diner-style Rochester branch has 

lots of space, quick and cheerful service, 

and occasional live entertainment.
 



 

 

MAP OF THE LOCAL AREA / LOCATOR 
You don’t have to go far from Holborough 
to find the best in entertainment, sport 
or culture, or the picture-book villages 
and welcoming pubs and restaurants 

for which Kent is famous. To find the location 
of places in this guide, refer to the key on the 
right hand page. 
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PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

SNODLAND CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
Roberts Road 
Snodland 
Kent 
ME6 5HL 

01634 241 251 
www.snodland.kent.sch.uk 

ST KATHERINE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
St Katherine’s Lane 
Snodland 
Kent 
ME6 5EJ 

01634 240 061 
www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~stkaths/ 

CUXTON COMMUNITY INFANT 
SCHOOL AND JUNIORS 
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

THE ROCHESTER GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
Maidstone Road 
Rochester 
Kent 
ME1 3BY 

01634 843 049 
www.rochestergrammar.medway.sch.uk 

SIR JOSEPH WILLIAMSON’S 
MATHEMATICAL SCHOOL 
Maidstone Road 
Rochester 
Kent 
ME1 3EL 

01634 844 008 
www.sirjosephwilliamson.medway.sch.uk 

CHATHAM GRAMMAR 
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Bush Road 
Rochester 
Kent 
ME2 1EZ 

01634 718532 
www.cuxtonjnr.medway.sch.uk 

ROSE HILL SCHOOL (PRIVATE) 

Coniston Avenue 
Tunbridge Wells 
Kent 
TN4 9SY 

01892 525591 
www.rosehillschool.co.uk 

BOYS SCHOOL 
Maidstone Road 
Chatham 
Kent 
ME4 6JB 

01634 830 083 
www.holcombecollege.co.uk 

THE KING’S SCHOOL CANTERBURY (PRIVATE) 

Dining Hall Green Ct, 
Canterbury 
Kent 
CT1 2ES 

T: 01227 595501 
www.kings-school.co.uk 

15 



 

 

16 

WEST MALLING GOLF CLUB 
London Road 
Addington 
Nr. Maidstone 
ME19 5AR 

01732 844785 
www.westmallinggolf.com 

With the North Downs providing a backdrop, 
a more idyllic setting for a golf course is hard 
to imagine. There are two par 70 courses 
here plus a 10 bay driving range, restaurant, 
Turkish steam room, and the services 
of a teaching professional. 
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Located in a country park with views out diving and kayak and canoeing coaching 
to the North Downs, Leybourne Lakes are all available together with tuition 
is one of the finest inland watersports facilities in windsurfing and power boat handling from 
in the south. Open water swimming, scuba Royal Yachting Association-trained instructors. 

LARKFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
New Hythe Lane 
Larkfield 
Aylesford 
ME20 6RH 

01622 719345 
www.larkfieldleisure.co.uk 

The superbly equipped Larkfield Leisure 
Centre includes a swimming pool with 
Slipstream waterslide, a Lifestyles fitness suite, 
a multi-purpose sports hall, two glass-backed 
squash courts, and facilities for martial arts, 
gymnastics and trampolining. 
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ROCHESTER CASTLE 
Rochester 
ME1 1SW 

www.english-heritage.org.uk 

The classic Norman castle completed 
in the 1120s. Climb to the top of the imposing 
keep - 113 feet high and 70 feet square 
for unbeatable views across the city 
and the Medway. 

CAPSTONE 

COUNTRY PARK
 
Capstone Road
 
Gillingham
 
ME7 3JG 


01634 812196
 
www.medway.gov.uk
 

Take a winter stroll, enjoy a summer picnic 

or try a spot of fishing (day ticket required) CINEWORLD
 
in this lovely mixture of meadows, 
hedgerows and coppice-managed 
woodlands on the North Downs. 

MONKEY-BIZZ 
Unit 1, Arden Business Park 
Chaucer Close 
Medway City Estate 
Rochester 
ME2 4LF 

01634 717788 
www.monkey-bizz.co.uk 

Monkey-Bizz is a fantastic concept, an indoor 
softplay activity centre enabling children 
up to 12 years old to play in complete, 
supervised safety. 

Features include a Monkey Maze playframe 
which is a three-storey jungle for four year 
olds upwards – and a separate Tots Town 
play area. There’s even a large café area 
serving hot and cold food. 
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DIGGERLAND 
Roman Way,
 
Medway Valley Leisure Park, 

Strood,  

Kent 

ME2 2NU
 

08715 344437 
www.diggerland.com 

Diggerland offers the perfect opportunity to take 
charge of many types of construction machinery 
including Mini Diggers and Giant Diggers 
and Dumper Trucks. 

Whatever your age, a day out at Diggerland 
promises to be an exciting, fun filled, and action 
packed day out! 

Medway Valley Leisure Park 
Chariot Way 
Strood 
ME2 2SS 

0871 200 2000 
www.cineworld.co.uk 

Enjoy the finest in contemporary movie 
entertainment at the Medway Valley’s 
very own multiplex cinema. With nine 
screens and restaurants including Frankie 
& Benny’s nearby, it’s the perfect venue 
for a family night out. 
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